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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCEA Russian DP who has resided in the US since 1951 She was born in Urumechi,
Sinkiang Province, in 1924, end resided there until 1942 when she moved to
Chuguchek (Tahcheng) to teach in the Chuguchek Elementary Schools She re-
sained there for & year and returned tc Urumchi, where she resided until her
departure for Shanghai in late 1547 She left Shanghai in the fell of 1947
for the Island of Ssmar in the Philipplnea. Trom 1947 to the date of her
entry inte the US, sho was classified aa a displaced person and was under
the care of the IR0, She was not enployed .durdng this entire pericds &
pertinn of tiis material wes direatdy obbainsd from this ecuroey However,
the tulk of this date results frem exténsive atudy of seurce matceiels on
the uﬂu of Sinkiarge I4 is bellsved thet the resulting iafermation 1s
reliable, -

! 1. Jugber in Siokisag: The Tavar race of Sinkiang is also relerred to, both in
Sinkiang cnd in English-lancusge texts on that province, as Tariar, Tta=t'e~erh
and loghai, A&ccording to & 19/1 survey they numbered 4,601 or slightly mere
than o124 of the total population of Sinkieng.

Zze Origin of the Mapes The Taters inherited their name from the name of the
Mongol clan to which they at one time belonged. They telonged to the Tla-tta
~)an of the Mongols who absorbed some Moslem culture and turned to Islame
For this, *thoy were greatily 2aspisea by the Mcngol Lanas and given anolher
..ame, Noghai, whizh ueanz Pdogs™e

3. Higtary of the Bage: Thie fine peuple, of whum there are at least two millions
in the USSR, are the legesy of Jenzhis Khan to the wests They were left
behind vhen his great empire ghrunk away to tae east and though the centuries
have changed them a great deal they still bear evidence »I their Mongol
origina., Left in a strange lend tney did not perish but built their own
~ities and developed into & great peoples Most Tatars came from the Volga
reglon whizh today comprises the Tstar Autoncnous Soviet Soclalist Bepublice
They are the descendeatz of the inhabitants of the Kczan Zhanate which wos
femped in 1438 on the territory of the former Volga Bilgarian Empire as 8.
owdgalt o F the soilaspas of the Golden Horde. In 1552 Kagan was conquered oy
. "% 3: e Kiste and from that time on the Tatars have been under Russian
Bt S Y{TIE . ecelved sutonomous status and farmed the Tatar Autonomous
Jevdet . Jablic, in which they comprise the majority of the population.
Considerable .umbere of then live also in the Lashkir A3SR and in the Molotov,
Gorki, ané Saratev districts of the RSASR, es well as in Sinkiange Those who
) duell in Sinkisng ere either descendents of Tater traders who settled’ in
) Sinkiang in the days of the Tsar, or anti-Soviet refugess vho entered the
province after 1917.
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Langusce: Tatar is a Turkic language and belongs to the northwestern group
of this language family, Desplite their small number they exercise considerabls
influence in Sinkiang as the group with vhe highest average of education among
the Turkic spesking peoplese The complicated Arabic script which had been
guch & bar to the elimination of iliiteracy was abandoned in favur of a
Latinized seript whic‘x, in the late thirties, was in turn replaced by a Cyrillic
scripte «

Beligign: The Tatars are Sunai Mohammedans, They were cor,erted to Islea in
the tenth century, After the Russian conguest of the Volga rogicn, sttempte
were made by Russian colonizers to convert them to Christianity by offering
economic advantages to converts, but success was negligible, Mohammedanism
never had a very atrong hold upon them and it is reported that large numbers
¢f them in the Soviet Union are abandoning Islam, becoming increasingly
European in their outlook and ways. Those in Sinkiang still appear to be
strongly Islamic. Their standards of living are much higher than those of the
Uighurs and Kazekhs and yet they are of frugel habli, still refusing tc partake
of either pork or wine.

Fhysical Charanteristicg: The Tstdrs are a ‘strange and uplendid paoplo, ‘thelr
histery a leng romentis struggle, thefr maansér primcely, their hature impulsive
beth in friendship and in anger; their bodles skillfil“in vIld dancing, their
hearts full of song. The mixtures of Mongol with white blood has prodiuced waunen
of extraordinary beauty. The mixtures of Europsan and Mongel ‘blood (fer the
Tatars ‘took European wives at the time when the conquests of 'Jenghis ‘Khan
had reached the Caucasus) has' produced a strikingly handaome raoe with whitish
skins, high noses, sud deep~set eyes, 'Their hair is dark and thelt dark eyes
are partioularly lustrous snd beautiful. It i( noticeable, however, thut as
théy are hrougkt inoressingly into contact with aivilising influences they
tend te beccme Europeenized; losing something of ‘their charm, Tatara and
the Usbeks are the most exclusive people in Sinkiang, rarely marrying members
of any other race.

_Qmmt?ﬂﬂmg: Tho Tatars in Sinkim% are concentrated in the iwo ciiﬂ_.es of
Euldja (Ining) and Chuguchak (Tahcheng)s =~

Qocupationa: Before the Bolshevik revolution the main econemy of the Tatars
was baged on agriculture, but many individual Taters were astive traders,
ezpecially as middlemsn for Rusgian firms in Twrkic apeaking areis suech as’
Sinkiang. In the Sinkiang c¢ities whare they have setiled, the Tatars are’a
prominent element, in cemmerce, meny have entered Government service and others
engage in animal husbandry. They are a clever, industrious people who have
high sccial rating, waay naving be:..ome extremely riches They are also gifted
with considerable artistic cense. ' This' finde expression in their ’nusio, which
has & haunting loveliness never to be forgotter once it 1s heards Théeir
meic typilics their cheracter, for in it the idicms of Eaet and West are
her:oniously ningled.

- end’-
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